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dn the political processes and institutions of the society. The factors which 
determine this level are complex, but studies have shown that the extent of 


MASPAR will allow you to test this relationship between the level of political 
Participation in a democratic society and the social class structure and level 
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"STUDENT MANUAL 
1, INTRODUCTION TO THE UNIT 


Americans of all ages, all conditions, and all dis- 
positions, constantly form associations, They have 
not only commercial and manufacturing companies, in 
which all take part, but associations of a thousand 
other kinds -- religious, moral, serious, futile, 
extensive or restricted, enormous or diminutive. 


Thus the most democratic country on the face of the 
earth is that in which men have in our time carried 
to the highest perfection the art of pursuing in 
common the object of their common desires, and have 
applied this new science to the greatest number of 
purposes. Is this the result of accident? Or is 
there in reality any necessary connection between 
the principle of association and that of democracy?* 


Democracy requires a high bevel of voluntary participation by the citizens 
organizational membership and class structure are among the most significant. 


of organizational membership in that society. 





II. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAM 


In using ae chic 2 ie be asked to enter the following information: 


wk) ‘The elaes structure of the society, entéead as the percentage - 
OF. individuals in the lower, middle, and upper classes. The 
cotal of these three numbers must equal 100 (per cent). 


2) The percentage of Snatvedeaia in the society that belong to 
| organizations or associations whose membership is voluntary, 
entered as a decimal ranging between 0 and .99. This number 

is called the Se eeiaaieds a 


3) ‘The ve lbbdouente ae exists between class structure and 
organizational density, entered as either a positive | 
Huede ier? eh or no eres ebsopents at all Be | If there ais: 








an vote moe ta others: Tarts, arpeduakiod = eaaere are 
just as likely to come from aes lower class as from the 
middle or peice | | ce Se 





ee > tess you ‘ese entered ‘the above information, the “program will eis 
=. FOu the following: | | 


1) The proportion of the total popetiezéa of the society 
an one of = six ‘elase-menbershtp ‘groups -- 


a : See lower class tiestoed lower class uninvolved | 

ee middle class involved middle class uninvolved 
upper class involved = upper class uninvolved 

eS ops 2) The proportion of political participants in each of the 


six deleted og bl 


3) The Political BartvenpWetion’ tndex which frat cnves the 
extent of involvement of the citizens in the political 
life of the society. 





4) The Underrepresentation Index which indicates the extent 
-- to which the lower class is underrepresented in the 
Sat ee life of the —. 


IIT, TERMS USED IN THE COMPUTER PROGRAM 


Chass | Structure -- The divteton of a eoatety: niet id lower, middle 
ee ee upper classes on the basis of income, education, occupation, 
and/or similar SaeLeature < | , 


| Organizational Density -- The percentage of Sadéeidanta ina woatary 
belonging to organizations, associations, clubs, or societies 
of gieepiate ® eesiaiee ap 





| Organization Re lar ioashd: -- A number dadtearine the relatidiasts between 

3 - organizational density and social class. For this simulation, 
we assume there is either a positive relationship or no rela- 
tionship at all. (See Page 2 of RESOURCE MANUAL.) 















Political Participants -- Individuals who take part in politics by voting, 
| - joining a political pried eemenee.2 in a cuneel ery: or a 
for office. | : | 
Political Participation dex -- A noubee caicatiae the sigesvcion of the 
3 = citizens ina Boetety classified as Serger: < eremaees 


| taderrepresentation Index —-A number isdtearing the ‘extent: to which the 
= lower class is underrepresented —_— the ies ages active 
_ members’ of the: pieced oe e 








wy. 





IV. COMPUTER LABORATORY MANUAL 


A. Call up the program on the computer and test the following relationships: 















Partici- | Underrepre- 











4 Giese ASSeee ore Organizational Positive pation sentation 
Nation | Lower Middle Upper Density Relationship} Index Index 





* B. On the basis of the above runs, write a hypothesis about the following 
variables: 


THE EFFECT OF CHANGES IN THE CLASS STRUCTURE UPON: 


1, Political participation. 











2. Underrepresentation of the lower class. 








WHAT WAS THE INFLUENCE OF ORGANIZATIONAL DENSITY UPON: 


1. Political participation? 





2. Underrepresentation of the lower class? 





WHAT EFFECT DID A POSITIVE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SOCIAL 
CLASS AND ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIP HAVE ON: 


1. Political participation? 





2. Underrepresentation of the lower class? 








Cy. Test your generalizations by constructing and running a series of hypo- 
thetical cases. Keep a record of your runs below: 


Class- Political Underrepre- 
Organizational Membership | Participation | sentation 
Density Correlation 
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ae THIS PAGE AND THE NEXT FOUR ‘CONTAIN STATISTICS FOR FIVE NATIONS: "BRITAIN, ITALY, 
A, _5 4 Re REMAOY, ere ae OMG Sturn ue sige en TE Me 
| MASPAR PROGRAM TO OBTAIN THE POLITICAL PARTICIPATION INDEX AND THE UNDERREPRESENTA-| 
TION INDEX FOR EACH COUNTRY. USE THE WORK SHEET ON PAGE 10 TO RECORD YOUR RESULTS. 
NOW EXAMINE THE OTHER DATA WHICH HAS BEEN PROVIDED FOR EACH NATION. USING THTS 
INFORMATION, FORMULATE A NUMBER OF GENERALIZATIONS TO EXPLAIN WHY THE NATIONS 
DIFFER AS THEY DO. LIST THESE ON THE WORK SHEET AND BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS AND 
DEFEND THEM WITH YOUR CLASS. 


BRI TAIN (UNITED KINGDOM) 


7. oe 
. : y 
> 
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Class Structure: Lower Middle Upper 
| 46%, 38% 16% 


Organizational Density: .49 
Relationship between class and membership: 1° 
Other Data: 


Population: 56,000,000; 77% urban 
ES Per Capita Income: $1660 
Population Density: 591/square mile © 
| GNP: $130 billion 
 s About 35% of GNP comes from manufacturing | 
| 2 Percentage of GNP expended on education: 6% 
Newspapers: 476 copies per 1000 inhabitants 
(— 1 set per 3.5 inhabitants 


5 wg 
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| ; Britain: Te governed under an unwritten Constitution 
Based on British laws and tradition. In. theory, the 
- Queen is the head of the government. -In practice, the 
executive government is exercised by the Cabinet under 
ae leadership of the Prime Minister, who is the leader 
aa Sao the majority party in the House of Commons. Although 
» ._—cthe:- life of the House is fixed by law at 5 years, the 
| _ ‘Prime Minister may dissolve it sooner and call for a 
= general election, 
—..° ge The legislative power rests in the 630-member. 
peace House of Commons. The power of the upper house, The 
-  * Shots of Lords, has dwindled, but importans public 
_» issues are debated by its members. 


eek The two major parties are the Conservative Party 
(330 seats” in the House of Commons) and the Labor- 
Party (288° seats in the House of Commons). The 
Liberal Party (8 seats in the House of Commons) is 
ca a small third party that occupies a place in the 

a - center of the political ee the two 

BRS bare major Sorter: 
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Class Structure: 44% lower 
sage - 41% middle 

15% upper 

Organizational Density 2 2a9 


> 


Relationship between class and membership: 


Other Data 


Population: 60,000,000; 79% urban 
Per Capita Income: $2520 
Population Density: 661/square mile 
GNP: $210 billion 


About 55% of GNP is from manufacturing 


B. GERMANY (FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, WEST GERMANY) 


1 


Percentage of GNP expended on education: 3.6% 


Newspapers: 331 copies per 1000 inhabitants 


Television: 1 set per 3.6 inhabitants 


Since 1949, “West Germany has been governed 
under a Constitution known as the Basic Law. The 


new constitution set up a parliamentary form Of. ae 


government, with a Chancellor as the leader of 
the legislature and the President as the cere— 
-monial head of state. 


The lesisiative branch has two chambers. 
The lower chamber, the Bundestag, has members 
who are elected for 4 years. It consists of 
499 deputies from 3 major parties: the Christian 
Democrats (CDU/CSU), the Social Democrats (SPD), 
and the Liberal Democrats (FPD/DVP). The upper 


chamber, the Bundesrat, has a limited role. The 


- legislature shares power with the ten states of 
the German Federal Government, as enumerated in 


- Germany's Constitution. = 
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Class Structure: 54% lower 
32% middle 
14% upper 


Organizational Density: .27 


Relationship between class and membership: 1 


Other Data: 
Population: 55,000,000; 48% urban 
Per Capita Income: $1525 
Population Density: 457/square mile 
GNP: $104 billion 
About 39% of GNP comes from manufacturing 
Percentage of GNP expended on education: 4.8% 
Newspapers: 127 copies per 1000 inhabitants 


Television: 1 set per 6.1 inhabitants 


- On.June 2, 1946 the Italian people, by popular 
referendum, abolished their Monarchy and established 
a bicameral Parliament and an executive branch 
composed of a Cabinet headed by the Prime Minister. 
His government holds office only so long as it 
retains the een fdeence of the legislature. 


Both howibe. of Parliament, the tate of 
Deputies (630 members) and the Senate (321 members), 
are elected directly by the voters for a maximum 
of 5 years. Parliament may , however , be dissolved 
before the end of the normal terms. 


there are 5 maior Sbiitical parties in Italy, 
and a number of smaller ones. The Christian Demo- 
cratic Party, regularly getting about 40% of the 
popular vote, has been the core of every post-war 
government. Since it has never received a mice’ 
vote, it has been forced to form coalition govern- a 
ments with other parties. This has proved to be 
an unstable political situation. 
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--D. MEXICO 


( ) 


77% lower 

16% middle 
7% upper 

. 20 


Class Structure: 


Organizational Density: 


Relationship between class and membership: 1 





Other Data: 


Population: 52,000,000; 53% urban 


Per Capita Income: $600 


Population Density:  64/square mile 


GNP: $32 billion 
About 21% of GNP is from manufacturing 


Percentage of GNP expended on education: 187% 


116 copies per 1000 inhabitants = 


Newspapers: 16 copi 


Television: 1 set per 28,2 inhabitants 


‘The Mexican Constitution provides for a 
Federal Republic with a very strong executive 
branch. The President is elected by direct 
popular vote for a 6-year term and may not be 





re-elected. 


| The legislative power is vested in a bicam- 
eral Congress made up of 60 Senators and 210 
Deputies. The Senators hold office for 6 years, 
the Deputies for 3; both groups are also directly 


elected. 


——s ‘The Partido Revolucionario Institucional 
(PRI) has been the dominant political party in 
Mexico since 1929, Its members hold 60 Senate 
seats and 175 Deputy seats. There are several 
small opposition parties with Marxist views 
and one party to the right of the PRI. 
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E. UNITED STATES 


Class Structure: _ 30%: lower 
45% middle _ 
aah upper 


Organizational Seas ity: <I) 


Relationship between class and membership: 1 





Other Data: 
Population: 210,000,000; 74% urban 


F a4 3 Per Capita Income: $4400 





Population Density: 57/square mile 

GNP: $1050 billion 

About 27% of GNP is derived from manufacturing 
Percentage of GNP expended on education: 7.7% 


a 2 Newspapers: 305 copies per 1000 inhabitants 





| Television: 1 set per 2.5 inhabitants 


The United States is a constitutional Democ- 
racy under a 2-party system. The Federal Govern- 
ment and the State Governments share power, but 

the institution of a strong central government 
dominates. Each State elects 2 representatives 
to the Senate for 6-year terms. Congressmen in 
the House of Representatives are elected for 
2-year terms, and the number for each State is 
proportionate to the population. 

_ The executive branch of government 
includes the President and his Cabinet, 
The President is elected for a 4-year 
term and may run for a second term if 
his political party nominates him, 

The Government functions through a _ 
System of checks and balances. The Pres— 
ident, the Senators and Congressmen, and 

| _the Courts that make up the Judiciary 

E | _ branch, all play a different role in = 
| | _ Government. Each branch is supposed to 
ae _ Safeguard its rights and not Terre 
. - its authority. 
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VI. COMPARATIVE POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 









Political 
Participation 
Index 









Class- 
Membership 
Correlation 


Underrepre- 
sentation 
Index 










Class Structure 






Organizational 
Density 








A. Britain 





Cc. Italy 






States 






GENERALIZATIONS 


1. 

















1) 








2) 





3) 


4) 





6) 


7) 








5) 





QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


as 
x 
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“While the economic statistics for Britain and Italy are comparable, 


their political participation rates are quite different. Britain 
has been one of the world's richer nations for generations, while 
Italy's current affluence is the product of the past twenty years. 
How does this help to explain their differences in the Political 
Participation Index? Are there other possible reasons for this 
difference? | 


Why are middle and upper class people generally more active alec atae aa 
than people in the lower class? 


What effect should the greatly increased organizational involvement 
of Blacks in the United States in the last fifteen years have on 
their voting record? Do voting trends confirm your view? 


If it is true that the people who are not active in politics tend to 
be poorer and less educated, would it really be good for the country 
to get them more involved in political affairs? 


If it is true that the people who are actively involved in political 
affairs tend to be richer and better educated, does it méan that they 
are the ones most able to make the right decisions for the country? © 


If a society sought to increase political wévtictpactan through 


promoting organizational involvement and membership, how might it 
go about doing this? 


Student apathy, especially in regard to student government, is a 
universal complaint in American high schools. Do the conclusions 
that you have come to in your study of MASPAR give you any insight 
into this problem? What would you suggest to increase student 
interest and participation in student government in your school? 
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